His Policy of Obstruction
and they left him knowing well that the " something striking "
must be the deposition of Mr* Butt and the election of ParnelL
The first item on the agenda at Liverpool was the election of
the President* Parnell was at once proposed and seconded,
and elected* Mr* Butt's name was not even mentioned, nor
was there any other candidate named* Mr* Butt rose and
went away, half-stunned by the blow* Someone spoke to
him, and he turned, with tears in his eyes, and said, ** 1
never thought the Irish in England would do this to me!"
Then he hurried off to Dublin, where the debts he had
incurred because he had neglected his practice at the Bar to
lead his countrymen at Westminster were surging up about
him and threatening to overwhelm him* As the old, dis-
tressed, and defeated man passed out of the hall, Parnell sat
like a stone in the old man's seat*
The English Fenians were now ranged behind him*
Theoretically, they still denounced constitutionalism, but
practically they were giving Parnell a chance to prove what
could be done with it* Mr* Butt had practised tea-party
politics: Parnell was practising the politics of fighting men*
They tried hard to make a Fenian of him, but he stoutly
resisted their blandishments* From the first moment of Hs
political career until the last he was opposed to violence and
physical force, and no man could be a Fenian who was
opposed to these methods* He would not join the Fenians,
but he intended to use them for his purpose; and he did use
them, and he achieved his purpose, which was to become
indisputably the leader of his party* Naturally, there was
conflict in the party itself* The lovers of ease disliked the
lovers of war* Mr* Butt still had followers in the Parliamen-
tary party, and these made known their feelings about the
young usurper* A conference was called in Dublin in the
October following ParneH's election in Butt's place to the
presidency of the English Home Rule Confederation* Mr*
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